
CATHOLIC CLASSIC: 2023-2024 LEAGUE RULES 

 CATHOLIC CLASSIC 
SPONSORED BY THE MORRO LAW CENTER, LLC 
LEAGUE RULES & REGULATIONS: 2023 SEASON 

 
PRESIDENT   SAM ROBINSON   205-516-4953 
VICE PRESIDENT   DONNIE ESTEP  205-913-3862 
SECRETARY/TREASURER  MELANIE KEENER 205-807-3240 
SGT. AT ARMS   GARY SNOW  205-283-3449 
 
 
This league will bowl on Wednesday nights with practice beginning at 7:00pm for 15 minutes. The league will bowl for 32 weeks beginning on 
8/30/23 and ending 4/24/24. The Roll Off will be held on 5/1/24. The league will not bowl on 11/22/23, 12/20/23, 12/27/23. 
 
 

1. LEAGUE & AFFILIATION:  The Catholic Classic League shall be a sanctioned & invitational USBC league.  USBC Cards are $27.00 per 
bowler.  Each bowler must pay for this card on the first night of bowling competition.  The team captain of each team is responsible 
to see that his/her team members fill out a USBC sanction card application.  If a bowler has already filled one out for another league 
he/she must still fill out an application for the Catholic Classic League.  These applications should be turned into the league secretary 
before the completion of the 1st game.  Note: each team captain is responsible to make sure each bowler has a USBC card. ALL subs 
must fill out a sanction card.  These rules will be enforced. 

 
2. NUMBER OF TEAMS & POINT SYSTEM:  The league shall consist of 28 Teams, with 4 bowlers per team. 

Competition:  The league will bowl under the 25 point match play system, with 1 point for each individual game/series including 
handicap, 2 points for each team game with handicap & 3 points for team total pins with handicap. 
 
 

3. SECRETARY/TREASURER ALLOWANCE: The Secretary/Treasurer shall receive an allowance of $0.50 per bowler per week.  The 
Secretary/Treasurer shall not receive his allowance until the end of the season and submitted the final averages to the local 
association. 

                       
4. LEAGUE FEES: $23.00 per person  Lineage   $12.50                        

      Prize Fund  $10.00 
      Secretary/Treasurer $    .50 
      TOTAL   $23.00 
 

All Vacancy spots must have Prize Fund and Secretary Fee paid by the team members until that spot is filled with a regular member. 
 
 Payment envelopes must be turned into the League Secretary/Treasurer by the end of the first game each week.   

Any shortages that may occur and are not paid by the end of the season shall be subtracted from the team’s prize fund at the end of 
the bowling season. Bowlers can pay by cash, check or by card at the front desk.  No team shall be more than $92.00 in arrears. 
 
No checks will be accepted or taken for the last 2 weeks of the season.  Any bowler that has a returned check shall pay for that check 
plus any fees charged by the league’s bank.  A bowler will not be able to write a check if he/she has had more than 1 check returned 
during the season.  The bowler will be on a cash only basis for the rest of the season. 

 
The last 2 weeks of bowling must be paid by 1/3/24. 

 

LEAGUE SPONSOR: 
The Morro Law Center, LLC has donated $1,500 to the prize fund.  

Thank you, Scott Morro!! 
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5. LEAGUE FUNDS:  The league funds shall be deposited weekly into the league account at Vestavia Bowl. This will include the 50/50 
money also. Any team captain wishing to have a copy of the league’s account balance should notify the President or 
Secretary/Treasurer for a copy.  

 
6. ENTERING AVERAGE & TEAM AVERAGE:  The 1st 9 games of bowling, all bowlers will use their book average from the Catholic 

Classic 2022-2023 season (21+ games).  All other bowlers will use their highest 2022-2023 book average (21+ games).  All new 
bowlers will establish an average the first 3 games of bowling. 
 
A team’s entering average cannot exceed 880 pins. (Team total of 4 bowlers average and based off entering average) 
An average committee will be appointed by the League President for future recommendation based on team average cap and for 
rating individual bowlers.  Average Committee: Donnie Estep, Gary Snow & Tony LaRussa 
 
Individual Handicap will be calculated 90% of 230. 
 

7. LEGAL LINE UP, TEAM ROSTERS, TRANSFERRING & WITHDRAWALS 
Each team must include 1 Christian person.  Bowlers who have previously bowled in the league will be grandfathered in.  This rule 
may be amended by the Board of Directors. 
Teams must use a Catholic Church or Organization name such as: St. George or Knights of Columbus. 
Teams from the Premier Living Invitational league that joined Catholic Classic will have their current team name grandfathered in. 
 
A legal lineup shall consist of any 2 members of a team’s 7 person roster.  Late bowlers shall be able to make up missed frames if the 
opposing team’s last bowler has not completed his/her 3rd frame. 

- A team roster cannot contain more than 7 bowlers. Any roster changes must be reported to the league secretary or 
president prior to the start of bowling the first game of the league’s schedule in which the new bowler is to participate.  
Note: Once a team roster is full, the team captain must give the league secretary or president at least 1 week notice on 
removing or adding a bowler on his roster.  The board of directors must approve a bowler being added back to his 
team. 

- A bowler cannot change teams without permission of the team’s captains and the approval 2/3 of the Board of 
Directors.  A bowler is limited to 1 transfer per season. 

- Any bowler who quits a league shall pay his/her fees up to that date plus 2 additional weeks.  The bowler must notify 
the team captain and the league officers in writing with the reason for quitting or withdrawing from the league. 

- Pacers or floating subs will not be allowed in this league. 
 

8. BLIND SCORES, VACANT SCORES, INDIVIDUAL MATCH POINTS FOR ABSENT & VACANT BOWLERS: 
An absent bowler’s score shall be the bowler’s average less 10 pins.  A vacancy bowler is 170 per game with 54 for individual 
handicap.   

- A vacant score shall be used if a bowler is absent the 1st week of league. 
- An absent score will be used when a team has a legal line up, but not a full team present.  Handicap will be based on 

the absent individual’s average.  The absent score is not to be used for more than 2 consecutive weeks unless a bowler 
has all fees paid in full.  An absent bowler shall be allowed to win individual match points if the absent bowler’s scores 
are greater than those of the present bowler. 

- If each opposing team has an absent or vacant bowler, they shall be placed opposing each other in the line ups.  The 
team that wins the game shall win the point.   

- A team bowling a forfeit must bowl within 40 pins of the present team’s scratch average to win team points and the 
individual bowlers must bowl within 10 points of their average to win individual points.   

- Draw system: Teams bowling the vacant team will draw a team from the league to earn points.  The scores bowled will 
be used as if bowling in direct competition with the drawn/scheduled team. 

 
9. POSTPONEMENTS: A committee of 3 shall be appointed by the league president to determine if a postponement should be granted.  

In emergencies, the team captain shall notify the league secretary or president at the earliest opportunity (not Vestavia Bowl), prior 
to the date of competition.  In case of a planned absence, the opposing team captain shall be notified by the team captain.  If the 
postponement is granted, the absent team has 2 weeks to make up bowling & must be completed before the next position round.  
Contact the bowling center after you have notified an officer for all Pre/Post Bowl scheduling.  
Committee: Paul Bruno, Scott Morro, Keith Nance. 
 
 



CATHOLIC CLASSIC: 2023-2024 LEAGUE RULES 

10. FORMAT: The league will have 4 divisions: Division 1 (1-7), Division 2 (8-14), Division 3 (15-21) & Division 4 (22-28). The season will 
be split into 4 quarters.  There will be a position round at the end of each quarter.  The top team in each division each quarter will 
qualify for a spot in the roll off.  If a team has already qualified, the roll off spot will go to the next highest team who has not yet 
qualified. A total of 16 teams will advance to the roll off.  

 
BOWLERS MUST MEET THE MINIMUM NUMBER OF GAMES TO BOWL IN POSITION ROUND. 

1st Quarter ends week #8   10/18/23 Minimum 3 games to bowl position round 
2nd Quarter ends week #16  1/3/24  Minimum 6 games to bowl position round 
3rd Quarter ends week #24 2/28/24  Minimum 9 games to bowl position round 

                                          4th Quarter ends week #32           4/24/24                 Minimum 15 games to bowl position round 
 

POSITION ROUND LANE ASSIGNMENTS:  Start on lane 7, beginning with 1st place 
1st Quarter: Division 1, Division 2, Division 3, Division 4  2nd Quarter: Division 2, Division 3, Division 4, Division 1 
3rd Quarter: Division 3, Division 4, Division 1, Division 2  4th Quarter: Division 4, Division 1, Division 2, Division 3 
 

11. ROLL OFF: The 33rd week of league competition (5/1/24) will be a roll off with team qualifiers competing. Minimum of 15 games to 
bowl in the roll off. The 16 teams that qualified will make the roll off. The teams qualifying for the final roll off will draw for a 
number. Your lane assignments will be based off a 16 team USBC schedule. Bowlers will use their average at the end of the quarter 
in which they qualified or their Year End average; whichever is higher. Each team will bowl 4 games. Final standings will be 
determined by total pins with handicap. If there is a tie, prize money will be divided evenly amongst those teams, with the exception 
of a tie for 1st place. If there is a tie for 1st place a one frame tie breaker with handicap will decide who the league champion is. 
Handicap will be 1/10 of each team’s total game handicap.  
  

12. PRIZE LIST & COMMITTEE:  A prize fund committee shall be appointed by the league president which will consist of the Vice 
President, Secretary and 3 other members.  The prize committee shall have a prize list brought before the league within 5 weeks of 
the opening of the new season.  $36,060 total prize fund for the 2023-2024 season 

- A bowler must bowl 2/3 of the regular season (22 weeks, 64 games) to be eligible for the individual awards.   
- A bowler can receive 1 individual award in either scratch or handicap. 
- A team can receive 1 team award in either scratch or handicap. 
- Handicap will be awarded before scratch if a team or individual is high in more than 1 category with high game coming 

before high series. 
- A bowler may receive an award for high average, which will not exclude him/her from receiving other individual 

awards. 
- The most improved bowler will be figured after a 21 game average has been established in the league and the bowler 

has bowled 2/3 of the regular season and will not exclude him from the other individual awards. 
- The top 5 match point winners will receive individual match point money at the end of the season, and this will not 

exclude him/her from other individual awards. 
- Prize committee will consist of the Vice President, Secretary, Kurt Dinga, Steve Ritchey and Jim Wehby. 

 
13. BOWLING PIT:  Cell phones must be on silent mode when in the pit area. 

 
14. RULES NOT COVERED:  Any rules not covered by the league shall be governed by the USBC rules. 

 


